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June  is  Tithing  and  Fast  Offering  <^onth 
Can  We  Afford  to  Pay  Tithing  ? 


&^ 


T  is  better  to  trust  the  Lord  than 
put  confidence  in  man."   Psalms 

118  :  8.)  Confidence  in  the  Lord  is 
exhibited  by  those  who  keep  the  law  of 
tithing,  given  to  the  Church  by  revelation 
July  8,   1838.        (Doctrine  and  Covenants 

119  :  4.)  But  confidence  in  the  Lord 
results  from  faith  and  experience.  It  is 
the  experience  of  those  who  pay  their 
tithing-  with  the  right  motives  that  "the 
joy  and  satisfaction  resulting  from  doing 
so  are  a  testimony  that  they  have  done 
the  right  thing.  Hence  their  faith  is 
strengthened.  They  come  to  know  that 
blessings  coming  from  opening  "  the 
windows  of  heaven  "  as  a  result  of  the 
payment  of  their  tithing  (Malachi  3  :  19) 
may  take  many  forms — an  increase  of 
faith,  a  greater  power  to  resist  temptation 
and  overcome  evil,  health  and  preserva- 
tion from  accidents  and  afflictions,  better 

.  self-control,  wisdom  and  understanding, 
greater    enjoyment    in    Church    activities, 

,  greater   economic   prosperity,    etc.  In 

short  those  who  pay  their  tithing  gain 
greater  confidence  in  the  Lord  and  more 
readiness  to  acknowledge  His  hand  in  all 
things. 

i  Unfortunately  there  are  some  who  seem 
to  believe  they  can  afford  to  pay  no  tith- 
ing, or  at  most  only  part  tithing,  for- 
getting that  the  Lord  will  open  up  the 
way  before  those  who  worthily  seek  ways 
to  do  His  will.  He  can  save  them  from 
numerous  expenses — accidents,  illness, 
various   kinds   of   misfortune — as   well   as 

'  prosper  them  in  other  ways. 


President  Baik'v,  of  Sheffield,  England, 
was  asked  by  a  feUow  worker  how  he 
could  afford  to  pay  tithing.  Both  men 
had  the  same  wages  and  families  of  about 
the  same  size.  In  repi}'  Brother  Bailey 
asked  h:s  colleague  how  much  his  family 
spent  on  tea,  or  tobacco,  and  on  alcoholic 
beverages.  It  was  found  that  the  cost 
of  theseitems  to  the  one  family  was  more 
than  the  tithing  of  the  other.  Hence  the 
president  replied,  "  I  can  afford  to  pay 
tithing  because  my  family  keeps  the  Word 
of  Wisdom."  Further,  he  said  his  family 
had  much  less  sickness  than  his  col- 
league's. So  the  net  income  of  the 
president,  though  the  gross  was  no 
greater  than  that  of  his  colleague,  enabled 
his  family  to  live  much  better  than  his 
friend's  family  lived. 

The  sincere  and  faithful  keeping  of  the 
law  of  tithing  will  never  handicap  a  Saint 
in  his  economic  affairs  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, will  always  redound  to  his  good. 

President  Bailey  could  readily  pay  his 
tithing  because  he  kept  the  Word  of 
Wisdom.  Would  keeping  the  Word  of 
Wisdom  enable  all  Church  members  to  do 
the  same  thing? 

It  is  clear  that  if  all  Church  members 
kept  the  Word  of  Wisdom  and  paid  their 
tithing,  they  would  not  only  reap  the 
blessings  following  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  this  duty,  but  would  actually  have 
more  money  in  their  pockets.  (Ward 
Teacher's  Message.) 
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T)oes  the  Payment  of  'tithing  Cause 
Economic  Distress  ? 


By  Elder  John  A.  Widsoe. 


O,"  would  be  the  unanimous 
and  emphatic  answer  of  those 
who  have  obeyed  the  hiw  of  tithing'. 
Indeed,  the  question  is  usually  asked  b\- 
non-tithepayers  who  seek  to  find  weak- 
nesses in  the  Church. 


When  mortal  man  places  one-tenth  of 
his  income  in  the  treasury  of  the  Lord,  he 
acknowledges  by  that  act  that  all  his 
earthly  income  is  a  gift  from  the  Lord, 
the  real  Owner  and  Master  of  Earth.  The 
giving  of  tithing  becomes  then  an  evi- 
dence of  the  man's  faith  in  God  and  of 
his  selfish  self.  This  is  the  essence  of  the 
law  of  tithing. 

The  law  of  tithing  is  on  a  par,  in  ever}' 
respect,  with  every  other  commandment 
of  the  Lord.  Obedience  to  His  command- 
ments is  required  by  the  Lord.  "  For 
this  cause  I  have  sent  you — that  you 
might  be  obedient."  (Doct.  and  Gov. 
58  :  6.)  In  fact,  disobedience  is  an 
offence  to  the  Lord.  "  In  nothing  doth 
man  offend  God,  or  against  none  is  his 
wrath  kindled,  save  those  who  confess  not 
his  hand  in  all  things,  and  obey  not  his 
commandments."  (Doc.  and  Gov.  59  ; 
21.) 

The  great  purpose  of  life  is  to  develop 
such  conquest  over  self  that  obedience 
may  be  willingly,  easily,  and  gladl\- 
yielded  to  every  commandment  issuing 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Lord.  Command- 
ments   then    become    nieans    bv   which    a 


inan's  spiritual  condition  ma)-  be  de'.er- 
mined.  Ever)-  person  may  be,  in  a  sense, 
the  judge  of  his  own  spiritual  progress, 
for  he  kiiows  how  readil\  lie  vields 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  Lord.  The 
commandments  of  first  value  are  those 
which  demand  most  unselfish  action;  that 
lead,  if  obeyed,  to  the  greatest  self- 
conquest. 

Tithing  is  a  law  of  special  value  for 
this  purpose.  Man  naturally  is  slow  to 
part  with  his  worldly  goods.  Too  often 
spiritual  wealth  is  overshadowed  by 
material  possessions.  If  he  can  so  master 
himself  as  to  part  with  a  tenth  of  his 
earthly  income,  he  has  won  \ictorN-  over 
one  of  the  most  stubborn  phases  of  his 
nature. 

While  self-conquest  may  be  the  chief 
result  of  man's  obedience  to  law,  other 
blessings  follow.  Man  gi\-es  little  ;  the 
Lord  gives  much  in  return  even  here  on 
earth.  Those  who  are  obedient  to  law 
will  gain  knowledge  and  intelligence. 
They  may  escape  the  scourges  and 
afflictions  of  the  world  (Doc.  and  Gov. 
97  :  25-28);  health,  endurance,  wisdom, 
and  hidden  treasures  of  knowledge  shall 
be  theirs.  (Doc.  and  Gov.  89  :  18-21.) 
The  joys  and  blessings  of  heaven  shall  be 
tasted  bv  them  on  earth  (Doc.  and  Gov. 
105    :  18.) 

Obedience  to  the  law  of  tithing  is 
certain  to  bring  blessings  in  return,  even 
of  a  temporal  character.  '^'et,  it  must 
ever  be  remembered  that  the  blessings  of 
life  come  according  to  the  Lord's  will. 
Material  property  may  not  be  the  bless- 
ing we  most  need.  If  we  can  trust  the 
Lord  enough  to  pay  Him  a  tenth  of  our 
increase,  we  must  trust  Him  to  bless  us 
according  to  our  needs.  Material,  earthly 
property  does  not  have  the  same  value 
before  man.  Love  of  property  is  often 
nothing  more  than  covetousness,  which  is 
a  deadlv  sin.  "  What  is  property  unto 
me?  saith  the  Lord."  (Doc.  and  Gov. 
(Continued  page  90.) 
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What  T>o  You  Vhink  ? 


By  Elder  Sidney  V.  Badger. 

"  If    any    of   you    lack    wisdom,    let    him    ask  of    Cod.    that 
upbraideth  not;  and  it  shall  be  given  him." — James  1    :  5. 


Aoth    to    all    men    liberally,    and 


I'RIXCi  1  h  V 
lime  when 
Joseph  Smith,  a  loni- 
leen-\ear  old  Ameri- 
can farmbc)} ,  was 
I'arnesll}'  .seekniy  to 
tlctei'mine  which,  ol 
ail  the  .sects  tlien  in 
existence  oa  the 
earth,  was  tiie  true 
cliurch  ol  God  he 
came  upon  the  fore- 
i^oing-  passage  ol 
scripture,      and      was 

deeply  impressed  by  il.  After  much 
serious  reflection  upon  the  import  of  this 
scripture,  he  decided  that  if  he  were  to 
ever  gain  the  wisdom  he  sought,  he  would 
ha\e  to  "  ask  of  Clod."  Accordingly,  as 
Joseph  tells  us  in  his  own  words,  he  re- 
tired to  the  woods  near  his  home,  and 
there  prayed  vocally  to  Ciod  that  he  might 
receive  some  woid  concerning  His  true 
Church.  After  a  while — "  I  saw  a  pillar 
of  light  exactl}'  over  my  head,  above  the 
briglilness  of  the  sun,  which  descended 
graduall}-  until  it  fell  upon  me. — When 
the  light  rested  upon  me  I  saw  two 
personages,  whose  brightness  and  glor\ 
defy  all  description,  standing  above  me 
in  the  air.  One  of  them  spake  tmto  me, 
calling  me  by  name,  and  said,  pointing 
to  the  other  '  This  is  my  beloved  Son, 
hear  Him!  '  My  object  in  going  to  in- 
quire of  the  Lord  was  to  know  which  of 
all  the  sects  was  right,  that  I  might  know 
which  to  join.  Xo  sooner,  therefore,  did 
I  get  possession  of  myself,  so  as  to  be 
able  to  speak,  than  I  asked  the  person- 
ages who  stood  above  me  in  the  light, 
which  of  all  the  sees  was  right  and  which 
I  should  join.  I  was  answered  that  1 
must  join  none  of  them,  for  Ihev  were  an 
abomination  in  his  sight  ;  that  those  pro- 
fessors were  all  corrupt  ;  that  '  the}  draw- 
near  to  me  wiih  their  lips,  but  their 
hearts  are  far  from  me;  they  teach  for 
doctrines     the    commandments     of     men, 


having  a  form  of  godliness,  but  they  deny 
the  power  thereof.'  He  again  forbade  me 
to  join  with  any  of  them  and  many  other 
things  did  He  say  unto  me,  which  I  can- 
not write  at  this  time." 

What  a  wonderful  statement !  What 
an  amazing  declaration  (or  a  young 
country  lad  to  return  home  and  make  to 
his  family,  ihe  local  ministers,  his  neigh- 
bour.s — the  whole  world  !  If  that  State- 
ment was  true,  it  described  the  most 
significant  happening  of  modern  times. 
If  one  accepts  this  declaration  as  being 
true,  then  he  must  also  accept  the  teach- 
ings of  Joseph  Smith  and  the  church  lie 
founded  as  being  true,  as  they  are  all 
based  upon  this  same  declaration. 

Mormonism,  as  it  is  called,  must 
stand  or  fall  on  the  story  of  Joseph  Smith. 
He  was  either  a  prophet  of  God,  divinely 
called,  properly  appointed  and  com- 
missioned, or  he  was  one  of  the  biggest 
frauds  this  world  has  even  known.  He 
was  either  all  he  claimed  to  be  or  he  was 
one  of  the  greatest  frauds  that  ever  came 
into  the  religious  world."  Which  way 
does  the  evidence  point — was  Joseph 
Smith  a  religious  fraud,  or  was  he  a 
divinely  appointed  prophet  of  God?  The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  the  church  founded  by  Joseph 
Smith  ten  years  after  the  occurrence  of 
the  vision  just  related,  believes  that 
Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet  of  God  and 
an  instrument  in  His  liands  for  the 
restoration  of  His  church  and  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  earth  these  latter 
days.  They  base  this  belief  upon  a  multi- 
tude of  evidences.  Are  these  "evidences" 
obscure  or  hard  to  find?  Not  at  all;  for 
example,  we  need  go  no  further  than  the 
story  of  the  vision  to  find  the  first  great 
evidence  of  the  divinity  of  Joseph  Smith. 

Shortly     after     receiving     the     vision, 

Joseph   went   to   the   local   ministers,    told 

them  his  story,   and  made  the  assertion, 

probabl}-   in   no   uncertain  words,   that  he 

(Continued  page  88.) 
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'^he  T^ractical  T^eligion 

By  Elder  Quinten  E.  Crockett. 


^•, 


fN  the  minds  of 
its  adherents, 
Mormonism  is  more 
than  an  inteUigent 
plan  worked  out  by 
man  for  the  better- 
ment of  the  world.  It 
is      the      Gospel      as 

taught  by  the  Master  in  the  meridian  of 
time  and  restored  in  this  day ;  it  is  a  plan 
worked  out  in  the  Heavens  by  infinite 
minds  before  the  world  was  framed  or 
man  appeared  upon  its  surface  through 
which  men  may  secure  happiness,  exhal- 
tation  and  glory. 

Mormonism  does  not  owe  its  origin  to 
any  other  religion  existing  upon  the 
earth.  From  a  humble  organization  on 
6th  April,  1830',  consisting  of  six  un- 
scholarly  men,  and  claiming  to  be  led  by 
divine  revelation,  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  has  grown  to 
a  membership  of  three-quarters  of  a 
million  at  the  present  time. 

From  the  beginning,  persecution  and 
violence  has  been  thrust  upon  the  Mor- 
mons to  a  degree  almost  intolerable,  yet 
in  spite  of  the  hardships  and  conflicts, 
this  religious  organization  continues  to 
give  the  world  a  practical  religion,  and 
grows  in  public  favour. 

Mormonism  places  man  in  an  exhalted 
position  in  the  scheme  of  things.  His 

welfare  is  the  chief  concern  of  the  world. 
Mormonism  teaches  that  man's  develop- 
ment and  character  building  is  essential 
to  his  salvation.  The  dignity  and  worth 
of  the  human  personality  is  one  of  the 
basic  doctrines  of  the  church  ;  man  being 
the  centre  and  chief  feature  of  this 
creation.  Yet,  while  Mormonism  places 
the  responsibility  upon  every  individual  to 
save  himself,  it  does  not  in  any  way  min'- 
mize  the  importance  of  the  Grace  of  God. 
It  accepts  Christ's  atonement  as  necessary 
to  man's  salvation,  and  at  the  same  time 
declares  "  it  is  impossible  for  a  man  to  be 
saved  in  ignorance,"  also  that  "  man  is 
saved  no  faster  than  he  gains  know- 
ledge."       We    truly    believe    that    "  the 


Gospel  is  the  power  of  (jod  unto  saha- 
tion  " — it  requires  more  than  merely  a 
confession  of  faith  or  mental  assent  to 
save  oneself. 

Mormonism  teaches  that  man  is  a  child 
of  God  and  it  is  reasonable  to  belic\e  that 
his  religion  should  provide  a  programme 
to  help  him  face  life's  many  problems  with 
hope  and  courage,  to  give  him  the  mean- 
ing and  purpose  of  life  and  to  aid  him  in 
becoming  perfect  as  his  Heavenly  parents. 
This  is  a  practical  job,  accepted  and 
demonstrated  by  the  Mormon  Church. 
Just  a  brief  examination  of  its  organiza- 
tion, activities,  responsibilities,  and  de- 
velopment of  individuals  will  reveal  the 
actual  reason  why  it  has  a  strong  and 
steady  growth  and  holds  the  affection  and 
interest  of  its  adherents. 

Among  the  several  hard  and  practical 
things  the  Mormon  Church  has  done  is 
the  writing  of  a  memorable  chapter  in  the 
history  of  the  colonization  of  America. 
Pioneering  is  an  undertaking  that  tests 
the  faith,  courage,  strength  and  content 
of  men's  souls.  From  the  time  Brigham 
Young  succeeded  Joseph  Smith  as  the 
President  of  the  Church,  the  Mormons 
have  had  to  act  as  a  shining  light  before 
all  men. 

The  Church  has  to-day,  as  in  previous 
times,  provided  a  practicable  and  working 
plan  for  the  relief  of  the  economic  needs 
of  its  people.  No  Mormon  need  be  on 
government    relief.  Relying    upon    the 

principles  of  its  hardy  pioneers,  the 
Church  has  supplied  a  programme 
through  good  organization  and  hard 
work,  making  possible  the  release  of 
some  80,000  members  from  government 
relief. 

Some  of  the  practical  and  fundamental 
things  the  Church  has  done  are  :  It  has 
sponsored  education  in  the  most  liberal 
and    substantial   way.  It   has   a   great 

health  and  temperance  programme 
tlirough  which  it  has  lengthened  the  lives 
of  its  followerrs.  The  Mormon  Church 
fortifies  the  home  and  fosters  the  famil;. 
(Continued  page  95.) 
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EDITORIAL 


The  Law  of  Tithing 


By  Elder  Levi  Edgar  Young  (of  the  First  Council  cf  Seventy). 


"  Tliou  slialt  truly  tithe  all  the  increase  of  thy  seed,  that  the  field  mav  bring  forth  from 
vc:ir  to  vear."— Dent.   14    :  22. 


i  HE  istury  is  told  i>|  a  man  who  had  a 
garden  of  lovely  flowers.  Beyond  tlic 
garden  was  a  field  of  wheat.  He  worked 
hard  to  prepare  the  soil  and  to  plant  the  seed. 
He  had  the  joy  of  running  water  upon  the 
laud  and  watclnng  the  seeu  sprout  and  grow. 
It  matured  and  a  crop  was  narvested.  As 
he  stored  the  grain,  he  thought:  "It  is  not 
I  who  caused  the  land  to  g  ve  life.  1  worked 
and  planted,  but  the  land  and  the  sunshint' 
and  the  water  were  given  of  the  Lord.  He 
it  is  who  witnessed  my  labour  and  my  faith, 
and  He  blessed  me  with  abundance." 

To  give  a  tentli  of  what  we  have  for  the 
work  of  God  in  the  earth  is  what  "we  mean 
by  tithing.  Saich  a  custom  had  its  beginning 
far  back  ni  ancient  days,  when  Abraham  was 
communing  w.th  his  God.  In  fact  it  is  one 
of  the  oldest  of  all  the  laws  that  the  Lord 
required  Israel  to  obey.  The  payment  of 
tithes  was  a  prominent  feature  of  the  old 
Mosaic  Law,  and  in  Abraham's  day  we  find 
him  making  his  gifts  to  Melchizedek,  and 
paying  tithes  on  hi«  flocks  and  herds. 
Centuries  later,  the  writer  of  Hebrews  in  the 
New  Testament  comment-ed  on  this  same 
incident,  showing  how  the  tradition  had  re- 
mained in  the  minds  of  the  Hebrew  race. 

During  the  years  of  tlie  unfolding  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  in  this  dis- 
pensation the  saints  were  always  on  the 
frontier  and  were  very  poor.  It  was  a 
problem  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  to 
know  what  should  be  done  that  the  Church 
might  be  sustained.  True  the  members  were 
giving  all  their  time  and  talents  for  the  work 
of  the  Lord.  The  sacrifice  was  gi'eat.  Homes 
were  built;  temples  were  erected;  the  evange- 
lization of  the  world  had  commenced.  It  was 
all  the  result  of  a  divine  urge  within  to  build 
up  the  (ihurch  and  Kingdom  of  God  xiiK)n  the 
e;irth.  It  was  because  of  a  deep  gratitude, 
which  welled  up  in  the  heart  of  those  who  had 
experienced  the  goodness   of   God. 

The  years  of  struggle  after  the  organiza- 
t'on  of  the  Church  in  1830  were  never  over- 
come. There  was  tragedy ;  there  was  deep 
sorrow  and  trial,  but  the  faith  of  the  saints 
caused  them  to  look  to  the  future  with 
fidelity,  and  to  go  forward  with  energy  and 
purpose  to  the  tasks  committed  to  them.  As 
stewards  of  Christ  they  were  to  occupy  the 
earth  until  His  coming,  employing  every 
talent  entrusted  to  them  in  His   service. 

Tlie  means  to  carry  on  were  assured  after 
the    revelation    on   tithing   was   given   to    the 


Prophet  Joseph  Smith  on  8th  July,  1838.  It 
lead: 

"  And  this  shall  be  the  beginning  of  the 
tithing  of  my  people. 

"  And  after  that,  those  who  have  thus 
been  tithed  shall  pay  one-tenth  of  all  their 
interest  annually  ;  and  this  shall  be  a  stand- 
ing law  unto  them  forever,  for  my  holy 
priesthood,  said  the  Lord. 

"  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  it  shall  come  to 
pass  that  all  those  who  gather  unto  the  laud 
of  Zion  shall  be  tithed  of  their  surplus  pro- 
perties, and  shall  observe  this  law,  or  they 
shall  not  be  found  worthy  to  abide  among 
you. 

'J  And  I  say  unto  you,  if  my  people  observe 
not  th.s  law,  to  keep  it  holy,  and  by  this 
law  sanctify  the  land  of  Zion  unto  me,  that 
my  statutes  and  my  judgments  may  be  kept 
thereon,  that  it  may  be  most  holy,  behold, 
verily,  I  say  unto  you,  it  shall  not  be  a  land 
of  Zion  unto  you. 

"  And  this  shall  be  an  ensamplc  unto  all 
the  stakes  of  Zion.  Even  so.  Amen." 
(Doc,  and  Gov.,  Sec.  119.) 

The  Latter-day  Saints  believe  that  the 
tithing  system  has  been  divinely  appointed 
for  every  member  of  the  Church  to  keep 
sacredly.  It  is  a  commandment  of  the  Lord 
and  obedience  to  it  is  required.  Ever  since 
the  revelation  was  given  for  its  close  observ- 
ance, the  Latter-day  Saints  have  had  power 
to  further  God's  work. 

This  is  why  the  Prophet  Joseph  turned  to 
his  people  and  gave  them  the  word  of  the 
Lord  concerning  the  law  of  tithing.  From 
that  time  on,  they  went  to  the  storehouse 
of  the  Lord  and  willingly  gave  unto  Him  their 
offerings  and  their  tenth  in  deep  gratitude 
for    their    blessings.  Their    views    of    life 

were  widened,  for  their  GIFT  brought  them 
into  filial  relation  with  God.  With  the  en- 
largement of  their  faith  in  the  great  work  to 
Avhich  they  had  dedicated  their  lives,  the 
treasure«s  of  wisdom  and  knowledge  were 
opened  to  their  believing  minds. 

Tithe-paying  must  be  a  voluntary  free-will 
sacrifice,  not  to  be  exacted  by  secular  power, 
nor  enforced  by  infliction  of  fine  or  other 
material  penalties.  While  in  one  sense  the 
obligation  is  self-assumed,  it  is  nevertheless 
one  to  be  observed  with  full  purpose  of  heart 
by  the  earner  who  claims  standing  in  the 
Church,  and  who  professes  to  abide  by  the 
revealed  word,  given  for  the  spiritual 
development  of  its  members. 
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ELDER  GRANT  BAKER  HODGSON 

came  to  South  Africa  from  Newdale, 
Idaho.  He   arrived   in   the   mission   on 

the  22nd  of  February,  1937. 

Elder  Hodgson  laboured  in  the  Cape, 
Natal  and  Transvaal  Districts.  Most 
of  his  last  year  was  spent  as  Mission 
Secretary,  where  he  did  a  very  fine  job 
of  handling-  the  derails  of  that  office. 

Not  having  had  an  opportunity  of 
visiting  the  famous  gold  fields,  Elder 
Hodgson  requested  this  privilege  and 
spent  the  last  two  months  of  his  mission 
in  active  missionary  work  in  Johannes- 
burg. 

He  received  his  release  and  left  for 
home  on  the  28vh  of  April.  He  has  left 
many  fine  friends,  all  of  whom  wish  him 
God -speed  on  his  wav  home  and  success 
and  happiness  in  his  future  under- 
takings. 


What  do  you  think. — From  page  85. 

had  seen  the  Father  and  he  had  seen  the 
Son,  and  thus  he  knew  that  the  Father 
and  the  Son  were  two  separate  and 
distinct  personages.  What  a  startling 
assertion  for  a  young  boy  to  make  when 


we  remember  that  up  until  that  very 
moment  the  entire  Christian  world  had 
accepicd  the  theory  that  God  the  J-'ather, 
Jesus  Christ  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghosi 
were  not  three  separate  individuals,  but 
all  three  were  one  God — some  mysterious, 
intangible  essence  that  filled  the  immen- 
sity of  space.  When  the  ministers  told 
him  he  was  wrong,  deluded,  imaginative, 
the  boy  Joseph  took  them  to  the  scriptures 
and  showed  them  how  they  substantiated 
his  conception  of  the  Godhead. 

In  Matthew  3  :  16-17  we  read,  "  and 
Jesus,  when  he  was  baptized,  went  iii> 
straightway  out  of  the  water:  and  lo,  thr 
heavens  were  opened  unto  him,  and  he 
saw  the  Spirit  of  God  descending  like  a 
dove,  and  lighting  upon  him  :  and  lo,  a 
voice  from  heaven,  saying.  This  is  mv  br- 
loved  son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased." 
In  these  passages  we  are  told  of  Jesus 
Christ  being  baptized,  of  the  Holv  Ghost 
descending  from  the  heavens,  and  of  the 
voice  of  the  Father  speaking  from  the 
heavens — three  distinct  personages. 

In  Acts  7  :  55-56  we  read  of  Stephen, 
"  But  he,  being  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
looked  up  steadfastly  into  heaven,  and 
saw  the  glory  of  God,  and  Jesus  stand- 
ing on  the  right  hand  of  God.  And  said. 
Behold,  I  see  the  heavens  opened,  and  the 
Son  of  man  standing  on  the  right  hpnd  (  f 
God."  Certainly  this  is  indicative  of  the 
actuality  of  two  distinct  persons — God  the 
Father,  vvlth  Jesus  standing  by  His  right 
hand. 

In  John  12  :  28-30  we  read  how  when 
Christ  prayed  to  His  Father,  His  Father 
answered  from  the  heavens.  Was  Christ 
a  ventriloquist  causing  a  voice  to  answer 
Him  from  above  that  He  might  decei\e 
the  people?  No,  certainly  not — this  is 
merely  another  incident  showing  the 
existence  of  two  separate  personages. 

We  have  been  limited  to  a  consideration 
of  only  one  of  the  many  points  put  forth 
by  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  L'atter- 
doy  Saints  as  evidence  of  the  divinilv  of 
Joseph  Smith,  but  it  is  certainly  a  most 
important  piece  of  evidence.  Now  then, 
in  the  light  of  the  foregoing  discussion, 
do  you  think  that  the  fourteen-year  old. 
unschooled,  country  lad,  Joseph  Smith, 
was  able  to  promulgate  a  doctrine,  so 
(Continued  page  91.) 
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l^he  "Perfect  Mirror 


Tliis   world  is  a   jn-riiHt   mirror, 
ill   iiiultipl  ed  rcfloctions." 

,H/:>omi-:timj:s 


By  Elder  Max  V.  Shurtlifl. 

tiive  to   it   what   you    will.    <rood   or   Inid.   jiiid    it    \\\\\   return 


^ ^QJ      oui'      luim.'in 

idcii  of  \;iliK'S  is  dis- 
lorlcd  b\  lailiny  to 
iTC()L;iiizc  tlic  ii'wards 
w  c  arc  L;i\en.  A  per- 
iod mirror  al\\a_\s 
gi\c.s  a  iriic  picture 
of  what  is  given  into 
ii.  locality  rfcei\cs 

its  just  reward,  and 
the  unsightly  is  re- 
lied ed  with  equal 
justice.         There     are 

many  things  Jor  which  ihcre  is  no 
adequate  monetar}-  e(jui\alent.  Four  of 
tliese  are:  life,  lovi-,  health,  and  happi- 
ness; and  h.'ippiness  is  the  ultimate  aim 
in  life.  In  the  second  chapter  and 
twenty-fifth  \ersc,  of  sei'ond  \ephi,  in 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  it  s;iys,  "  Adam  fell 
that  man  mighl  be  ;  men  are  that  the} 
might  have  joy. " 

There  arc  two  methods  of  obtainuig 
happiness.  One  is  by  receiving,  and  the 
other  is  by  giving.  By  this  is  meant, 

not  so  much  the  giving  of  happiness,  but 
the  happiness  of  giving. 

Christ  said,  "  It  is  more  blessed  to  give 
than  to  recei\e."  \'our  understanding  of 
this  ancient,  sagac'ous  saying  exhibits 
}our   mental    age.  When   you   \vere   a 

child  you  believed  all  happiness  la}-  in  the 
gifts  that  were  gixen  to  \ou ;  first,  the 
sweets  and  the  toys,  then  the  wagon  and 
the  tricycle.  About  this  time  you  dis- 
covered that  it  was  fun  to  share  with 
others  by  giving  to  }our  playmate  a  piece 
of  sweet,  a  ride  in  \our  wagon  or  on  \our 
tricycle.  As  you  grew  older  you  probably 
purchased  a  bicycle  or  a  motor  car,  and 
realized  that  it  was  a  pleasure  to  aid 
others.  It  might  ha\e  been  only  a  ride 
in  }Our  motor  car,  or  the  loan  oj'  your 
bicycle  for  some  worthy  purpose,  but  with 
each  gift  of  service  or  kind  (\cq(\,  the  con- 
viction gre\v  and  you  knew  that  happiness 
lav  in  giving-. 


The  ability  to  give  and  gixe  gracioush, 
is  one  ingiedienl  of  character.  The 
Church  of  jesus  Christ  of  L;itter-dav 
.Saints  is  a  buikler  of  character.  In  fact, 
the  Church  exists,  nol  only  to  give  vou 
the  fulness  of  the  (iospel  of  Christ,  but 
to  draw  the  best  of  things  out  of  \ou. 
I'ach  member  has  the  privilege,  if  he 
avails  himself,  of  speaking  from  the 
pulpit.  This     alone     is     a     big-     aid     in 

character    development.  Do   you    want 

Iriends,  lo\c,  or  happiness?  The.se  and 
many  other  \aluable  things  can  he 
obtained     by     unsellish     giving.  Ydvw 

character  is  displayed  by  the  acts  \ou  do, 
so  serve  your  Church  by  being  exa.npies. 
Help  the  needy,  visit  the  sick,  ease  the 
troubled  mind  and  appreciate  the  efforts 
of  others.  In  showing  your  apprecia- 
tion do  not  make  it  only  monetary.  The 
true  giver  would  be  rig'htfull\  indignant  if 
you  placed  a  monc'tary  valuation  on  a  gift 
that  came  from  the  fulness  of  his  liear;. 
Money  is  a  poor  substitute  for  apprecia- 
tion. We  can  all  afford  to  give  a  kind 
word,  a  thought,  or  a  suggestion.  This 
whole  idea,  made  more  beautiful  bv 
verse,  is  given  in  the  follow  ing  poem  : — 
I  gave  a  beggar  from  my  little  store 
of  wealth,  some  gold. 
He    spent   the    shhrng   ore,    and    came 

again,  and- yet  again, 
Still  cold,  and  hungry  as  before. 
I    gave    a    thought    and    through    that 

thought  of  mine  he  found 
Himself,  the  man,   supreme,  divine — ■ 
Fed,^  clothed   and   crowned  with   bless- 
ings manifokl — and  now, 
He  begs  no  more." 

Money  is  not  always  an  evil.  In  this 
life  some  money  is  necessar\-,  and  much 
good  can  be  done  with  it,  but  do  not  let 
the  A-alue  of  money  overshadow  the  ful- 
ness of  your  heart.  It  is  said  of  the 
Lord,  that  he  will  accept  any  gift  laid  on 
the  altar  of  service.  The  amount  vou 
give  to  the  Church,  for  the  aid  of  the  poor 
(Continuod  page  90.) 
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BON  VOYAGE. 

For     sixteen    years     Brother     Thomas 

Wilson  has  worked  and  saved  to  fulfil  a 
promise  made  to  his  good  wife.  Durinj^ 
all  tills  time  this  fine,  true  gentleman  has 
pointed  his  sights  towards  Zion.  Suceess 
has  crowned  liis  efforts  as  on  the  5th  of 
May,  1939,  he  started  on  his  six  months' 
leave  of  absence  and  on  that  day  left  Cape 
Town  for  Southampton.  Brother  W'ilson 
expects  to  visit  in  his  native  land,  Scot- 
land, then  go  to  Utah.  While  in  Salt 
Lake  City  he  will  have  the  privilege  of 
doing  Temple  work.  He  expects  to  be 
on  hand  for  the  now  famous  "  Covered 
Wagon  Days  "  celebration  which  is  hel  I 
in  commemoration  of  the  pioneers  settling 
in  Utah  on  24th  July. 

All  of  Brother  Wilson's  friends  will 
wish  him  a  pleasant  voyage,  a  thoroughly 
good  time  and  a  safe,  happy  return  to 
South  Africa. 

The  Perfect  Mirror. — From  page  89. 
or  for  the  building  of  houses  of  worship, 
is  not  merely  a  collection — it  is  an  offer- 
ing. There  is  a  difference  between  a 
collection  and  an  offering.  A  collection 
is  any  assortment  of  coins  while  an  offer- 
ing is  something  that  represents  YOU. 
Your  contribution  is  a  "  nest  egg  "   for 


futuii-  happiness,  for  yourself  and  others. 
Don'i  \  isualise  your  "  nest  egg  "  as  a 
sm.iU  humming  bird's  (-'gg,  but  rather 
think  of  it  in  the  terms  of  the  ostrich. 

I)t)  you  want  to  live  forever? — have 
eternal  life?  The  way  to  accomplish  this 
end,  is  to  build  yourself  up  and  give  your- 
self to  the  community.  Build  yourself 
into  the  boys,  girls,  men  and  women  that 
will  follow  }ou.  This  will  express  your 
words  and  deeds  long  aftei  your  frail  body 
has  returned  from  whence  it  came.  The 
measure  of  any  man's  life  is  the  number 
of  persons  in  whom  he  li\es.  .See  that 
\<)ur  gifts  take  place  among  things  of 
permanence.  The  most  permanent  of  all 
ihings    is   Cod.  He   began   before   the 

world  was,  and  He  shall  continue  after 
the  world  ceases  to  be.  After  Deity  and 
the  fundamental  elements,  the  most  per- 
manent thing  we  know  is  mankind.  The 
ilements  have  no  personality,  so  why  not 
let  your  gifts  and  service  be  unto  God,  and 
mankind? 

Look  into  a  mirror  to-day,  and  see  if 
\ou    have   a   lovely   face.  Millions   of 

pounds  are  spent  annually,  by  both  men 
and  women,  to  beautify  their  eixterior. 
Yet,  without  spending  one  penny,  you  can 
pui  into  your  face  beauty  that  will  pay  big 
dividends  in  friends,  business  and  happi- 
ness. A  gift,  a  service,  a  kind  thought, 
or  a  suggestion  is  all  that  is  necessary  to 
put  a  glow  of  health  in  your  face,  and  the 
light  of  stars  in  your  eyes.  It  costs  not 
a  farthing,  and  is  unbounded  in  quantity, 
and  quality. 

Everyone  has  heard,  no  doubt,  of  the 
Dead  Sea  in  Palestine,  but  how  many 
know  why  it  is  dead?  There  is  no  living 
thing  in  or  around  it,  yet  fresh  water 
streams  run  into  it.  Yes,  the  sea  is  dead 
because  it  has  no  outlet.  Apply  this  same 
principle  to  your  lives.  If  you  take  in 
"  rivers  "  of  good  things  and  give  out 
nothing,  you  will  die  unknown  and  un- 
happy. 

Look  into  The  Perfect  Mirror  and  see 
what  YOUR  future  will  be. 

Does  the  Payment  of  Tithing  cause  Economic 
Distress? — From  page  84. 

117  :  4.'!  Let  man  do  his  best  to  pro- 
vide for  himself  and  his  family,  gather 
property    around    him,    pay    his    tithing, 
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obey  all  other  laws  of  God,  and  accept, 
with  joy,  such  blessings  as  the  Lord  may 
vouchsafe  him. 

Now,  after  all  this  has  been  said,  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  very  great 
majority  of  tithepayers,  perhaps  all, 
succeed  in  finding  suflficient  for  their 
temporal  welfare.  The  group  of  tithe - 
payers  within  the  Church  are  not  onl> 
more  spiritually  active,  but  generally  they 
are  more  prosperous  than  the  non- 
tithepaying    group.  Tithing    is    not    a 

factor  tiian  works  against  economic^ 
prosperity.  In  most  cases  material  as 
well  as  spiritual  blessings  follow  (jbeclicncc 
to  the  law  of  tithing. 

This  view  is  confirmed  by  a  recent  in- 
vestigation by  a  non- Mormon  agency. 
A  governmental  bank,  having  loaned  very 
large  sums  to  Utah  farmers,  mostly 
Latter-day  Saints,  and  noting  an  abnor- 
mally high  percentage  of  delinquency, 
wondered  if  the  practice  of  tithepaying 
were  reducing  the  ability  of  the  farmers 
to  make  proper  repayments.  The  assist- 
ance of  the  Utah  State  Agricultural 
College  was  secured  in  carrying  on  the 
investigation.  The    Church    gave   full 

co-operation. 

The  first  study  was  made  in  Utah 
County,  Utah.  Four  hundred  and  eighty - 
five  names  were  submitted  by  the  bank 
and  college.  Of  these,  seventy -one  could 
not  be  found  on  the  records  of  the  Church. 
Of  the  remaining  four  hundred  and  four- 
teen persons,  seventy-eight  had  no  in- 
debtedness, two  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
had  loans,  but  were  non-delinquent,  and 
one  hundred  and  seven  were  delinquent. 

The  percentage  of  total  tithepayers  was 
about  the  same  in  the  three  groups,  but 
the  proportion  of  full  tithepayers  among 
the  delinquent  group  was  only  a  little 
more  than  half  of  the  full  tithepayers  in 
the  non-delinquent  and  no-debt  classes. 
The  total  amount  paid  in  tithing  per 
person  in  the  delinquent  group  was  onl\ 
about  three-fourths  of  that  paid  by  the 
non-delinquent  and  no-debt  groups. 
Examined  from  every  angle,  the  investi- 
gation showed  that  tithing  had  no 
depressing  economic  influence,  but  rather 
had  the  qualities  in  a  man  that  led  him 
to  pay  tithing,  also  enabled  him  to  win 
more  success  in  his  economic  life. 


It  should  be  added  that  two  of  the  four 
hundred  and  eighty-five  farmers  listed 
kept  three  missionaries  in  the  field,  and 
these  two  men  were  in  the  non -delinquent 
group  and  paid  a  full  tithing.  Neither 
tithing  nor  missionary  costs  seemed  to 
have  a  depressing  effect  upon  the  econo- 
mic welfare  of  the  farmers.  The  gift 
of  amassing  money  beyond  ordinary 
needs  is  much  like  any  otlicr  special  gift 
such  as  in  music,  art,  education,  etc. 

Another,  smaller  investigation  was  con- 
ducted by  the  same  agencies  in  Cache 
County,  Utah.  In  the  section  studied  one 
hundred  and  ninel\'  farmers  were  owing 
money    to   the   bank.  Thirty-three   of 

them  were  delinquent  and  these  had  farms 
of  equal  size  and  producti\e  power  with 
the  non-delinquent  farmers.  The  Church 
records  showed  that  of  these  thirty-three 
delinquents,  eighteen  paid  no  tithing, 
and  seven  paid  a  full  tithing.  The  in- 
vestigator calculated  that  in  one  of  the 
prosperous  villages  in  the  Cache  Count> 
study  about  11  per  cent,  of  the  farmers 
are  delinquent  in  their  bank  payments, 
and  these  11  %  pay  2%  of  the  tithing  in 
the  village.  It  seemed  clear  therefore 
that  in  this  as  in  the  Utah  County  area, 
tithing  is  a  very  unimportant  factor  in 
the  delinquency  problem.  Here  alsg  it 
seems  evident  that  the  man  who  pays 
tithing  has  power  to  do  the  things  that 
bring  reasonable  economic  prosperity. 

As  far  as  available  experience  can  guide 
us,  the  answer  to  the  question  at  the  head 
of  this  writing  is,  "  No."  The  payment 
of  tithing  does  not  cause  economic  dis- 
tress. A  host  of  testimonies  might  be 
secured  of  the  joy  in  life  that  follows 
obedience  to  this  important  law  of  the 
Lord. — J.  A.  W.  in  The  Improvement 
Era. 

What  Do  You  Think?— From  page  88. 
important,  so  in  harmony  with  the 
scriptures,  merely  by  chance  or  as  the 
result  of  an  over-active  imagination;  or 
do  you  think  that  he  did  receive  a  vision 
of  the  Father  and  the  Son,  and  thus 
obtained  the  truth  concerning  the  indivi- 
duality of  the  Godhead  which  even  such 
great  men  as  Calvin,  Luther,  and  Wesley 
had  failed  to  perceive  within  the  scrip- 
tures?      WHAT  DO  YOU  THINK? 
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Jit  the  Cross  T^pads 


By   Harvey  Evans. 

Editor's  Note— Hiirvi'v  C.  JCvans  is  the  son  ol  Mnuicli  I'rc-sid.'iit  ,\ .  Cloiikk-ii  Evans,  u\ 
llie  Mow  bray  Jlramli,  is  tliirtooii  years  old  .iiid  a  taitlilMl  ilcacoii.  This  article  was  coni- 
posod  l)y  him  and  delivered  as  a  two-and-a-liall  in  iiiit<'  talk  in  the  .Mowbray  Sunday 
School.  It  demonstrates  tiie  i)ossibiliti«'.s  o)'  onr  yoiinij:  |K'o|)le  who  take  an  active  part  in 
lh(>  orjiaiiizations  of  the  Church. 


fott/     ve,A     l;nni- 


Tar  now -a-cla}s  willi 
our  friend,  llie 

policeman,  at  llie 
crossroads  ;  I  he  man 
who  liolds  in  the  hol- 
low of  his  hand,  as  it 
wei'c,  the  lives  of  all 
motorists  and  pedes- 
trians who  pass  by, 
and  who  inspires 
courage  and  confi- 
dence   by    a    wave    ol 

the  hand,  for  \ve  know  I  hat  it  is  then  sale 
to  g"0  forward.  Why  ha\c  we  this  con- 
fidence in  the  policeman?  Because  he 
can  see  what  we  cannot  see  ;  he  can  see 
what  is  around  the  cornei". 

On  our  journey  ihrouyh  lile,  Christ 
stands  at  ever}-  crossroad ;  sometimes 
waving  us  on  to  a  fresh  field  of  labour  ; 
sometimes  bidding  us  stand  still  and  rest 
awhile ;  sometimes  showing  the  wa}' 
around  a  very  sharp  corner  wdicre  \\e  find 
self-sacrifice  and  pain  and  sometimes 
leading  us  into  paths  of  sunsliine,  joy, 
happiness,  and  health,  for  He  can  see  our 
life  as  a  whole  and  knows  what  is  best 
for  us. 

Christ  Himself  stood  once  at  the  cross- 
roads. It  was  near  the  Fords  of  the 
Jordan.  The  north  road  led  to  Galilee, 
the  place  of  his  popularity',  the  home  of 
manv  friends.  The  south  road  led  to 
Jerusalem,  where  His  enemies  were  plot- 
ting His  death.  Which  road  should  He 
take?  It  was  not  an  easv  decision,  for 
He  was  trul\'  human  as  well  as  Di\ine. 
He  knew  that  if  He  took  tlie  north  road 
He  would  be  able  to  live  in  safet} 
probably  for  manv  }t.'ars.  He  would  be 
able  to  teach  the  pee)ple,  heal  the  sick,  and 
gi\('  to  the  world  a  palteni  ol  a  perfect 
man.  The  south  road  led  Id  tei'i-ible 
suffering,    indignity,   and   death. 

On   His   decision  hung   the  fate   of  the 


whole  wdild.  \\c  cliose  the  scnilh  road, 
and  ga\e  lo  the  world  not  only  ;i  pattern 
ol  a  perlV'ct  man,  but  a  Saviour.  B\ 
His  death  He  o|:ened  the  gates  of  iu'aven, 
so  ih;it  wiien  our  life's  work  is  finished 
we  ma\  pass  through  and  dwell  with  (iod 
lor   exermori'. 

•Scjme  _\i'ars  ago  there  was  one  of  the 
greatest  oct'an  disasters  the  world  has 
e\cr  known.  The  lifeboats  were  laun<-hed. 
the  passengers  lined  up  on  deik  to  wail 
their  turn  to  be  rescued.  A  young  girl 
stood  ai  the  crossroads  that  day,  for  the 
boats  were  getting  very  crowded,  and 
Avhen  her  turn  came  she  realized  that  she 
was    the   last   the\    could   take.  To  go 

loiward  meant  every  chance  of  life  and 
happiness  in  the  new  land  to  which  she 
was  sailing;  to  stand  aside  meant  certain 
death  .  There  was  no  time  to  lose,  and 
quickly  she  made  her  decision.  With  a 
smile  she  turned  to  the  woman  next  to 
her,  and  pushing  her  forward  said,  "Take 
my  place,  you  are  more  needed  than   I." 

A  few  months  ago  there  was  a  terrible 
fire  at  the  picture  show.  A  young  bcv 
had  taken  a  little  girl  of  five  with  him  a>< 
a  special  treat.  When  the  alarm  was 

raised,  thinking  that  the  child  was  follow- 
ing him,  he  smashed  the  glass  and 
climbed  through  the  window  and  then  to 
his  disma}-  found  she  was  nowhere  to  be 
seen.  He  too,   stood   that  day  at  the 

crossroads.  Before  him  lay  home  and 
safety;  behind,  a  smoke-filled  hall  and 
danger.  He    chose    the    path    of   self- 

sacrifice  and  climbed  in  again.  Sometime 
afterwards  his-  dead  body  was  found  be- 
side ihat  of  the  child  for  whom  he  gaAC 
his  life. 

-Surely  Christ  would  have  a  special 
welc(M7Te  for  those  who,  like  Himself, 
rhose  the  road  of  self-sacrifice  and  death. 

For  i^iealtr  lo\ c  hath  no  man  than  this; 
that  a  man  la\  down  his  'life  for  his 
friends. 

(Continneil   page   9-5.) 
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The  Last  Laugh 

By  By  Colly. 

"  A  merry  heart  doelh  good  like  a  medicine,  but  a   l)rol<eii  spirit  drit'tli  tiic  l)(;nes." 

Proverhs  17 


Pleasant  Dreams. 

Elder  Knudscu :  "Say  d.p.,  wlio's  tliat 
snoring  in  the   i'ront  room?  " 

Elder  I'dall :  "That's  not  snoring.  Elder 
Douglass  is  dreaming  about  a  dog,  and  that's 
the  dog  growling." 

□      H 

"  A  friend  is  a  man  that  laughs  at  your 
funny  stories  even  if  they  ain't  so  good,  an' 
sympathizes  wif  yoh  misfortunes,  even  if  dey 
ain't  so  bad." 

a     D 


Executive  Ability. 

"  Daddy,"  asked  Bonnie,  "  what  is  execu- 
tive  abil.ty  ?  " 

President  Folland  :  "Executive  ability,  my 
dear,  is  the  art  of  getting  credit  for  all  the 
hard  work  that  somebodv  else  does." 


A  Sad  "  George." 

(Elders  Lund  and  Wiscomb  upon  arriving 
at  Port  Elizabeth  after  a  very  rougli 
voyage).  Elder  Wiscomb  turned  with  a  pallid, 
drawn  face  and  .sa.d  to  Elder  Lund,  "  Do  you 
know  what  I'm  going  to  eat  for  breakfast?  " 

Elder  Lund:   "  What  .^  " 

Elder   Wiscomb:    "My   return   ticket." 

Q      □ 

Patience. 

While  Elders  Black  and  Marchant  were  on 
their  country  trip,  they  stopped  to  watch  a 
young  artist  painting  a  landscape.  The  artist 
asked  Elder  Marchant  if  he  would  pose  in 
the  foreground  and  he  consented  sitting  on 
the   slope. 

Elder  Marchant  (after  posing  several 
minat-es);  "How  much  longer  must  I  sit 
here?  " 

Artist:  "  Only  a  few  minutes  more.'' 

Elder  Marchant  (five  minutes  later)  :  "  Can 
I  move  now  ?  ' ' 

Artist:  "Are  you  in  a  hurry  to  go  some- 
where ?  " ' 

Elder  Mai'chant :  "No,  sir.  I'm  not  going 
anywhere— ,1'd  just  like  to  skootch  over  a 
little — I'm   sitting  on   an  ant  hill." 


No  Trespassing. 

"  This,"  said  an  old  farmer  as  he  wav<'il 
his  hand  indicat.ng  the  vast  expanse  of  the 
Karoo,   "this  i«  C«od's  own  country!  " 

Elder  Carrick  (pondering  over  the  stati'- 
ment)  :  "Well,  it  is  very  cleverly  arranged 
to    discourage   trespassing,    isn't    it'  " 


Big  Came  Hunting. 

President  Eolland  :  "  ff  you  are  going  big 
game  hunting,  ^vhen  you  linish  your  mission, 
you  must  know  something  about  Africa.  Can 
you  tell  me  where  elephants  are  found? 

Elder  Thorley  (after  deep  thought):  " 'I'lic 
elephant  is  such  a  very  large  animal  it  hardly 
ever  gets  lost !  " 

Q     n 

Ahoy,  Sailor,  Ahoy! 

Dear  Editor, 

Four  of  we  missionaries  went  deep-se.i 
fishing  last  Saturday  afternoon  with  Brother 
Alvin  Park.  ^W'e  went  to  Simonstown,  and 
after  rowing  for  about  an  hour,  we  decided 
to  anchor  the  boat  and  do  some  fishing, 
lirother  Alvin  --liouicxl  to  VAder  Shnrtl  ff  who 
was  in  tiie  end  of  the  boat  and  asked  him  to 
throw  the  anchor  overboai'd.  Energetically 
he  cl  isped  the  anchor  in  both  hands  and,  witii 
a  mighty  heave,  cast  it  into  the  water. 
Down,  down  it  sank,  but  Mr.  p]ditor,  do  you 
know  wha'';  he  forgot  to  do? — tie  a  rope  on 
the  end  of  it. 

Sincerely, 

"  Scoop." 


Nothing  To  Talk  About. 

The  barber  at  Mowbray  was  pleased  and 
surprised  to  get  a  tip  from  Elder  iJol)  Kiik- 
liam  as  he  stepped  into  the  chaii-. 

"  Thank  you,  sir."  ho  s  lid,  "  Xot  many 
men   tip   us  lirst." 

"  That's  not  a  tip,"  snapped  Elder  Kirk- 
ham,   "  that's  hush  monev." 


Fraciice   Makes  Perfect. 

"  Elder  Lar.sen — E'der    Larsen  I  " 

"  Whaiy  " 

"  Are   you   spitting   in   the   fish    b:)wl  i'  " 

"  Xo,   but   I've  been  coming  pretty  close." 
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'District  Highlights 

"  Brevity   is  the  soul  of  wit." — Shakespeare. 


CAPE. 

21«t  April.  Tiie  Mowbray  Primary  held  its 
annual    prize    award    night.  The    children 

pn'sented  an  enjoyable  programme  of  music 
and  speeeiies.  showiufj;  the  virtues  of  primary 
training,  after  which  Brother  Thomas  Wilson 
presented  tlio  awards  to  the  winners.  During 
interval,  rofresliments  were  serv<>d. 

28tli  April.  Elder  ({rant  B.  Hodgson,  who 
had  been  labouring  in  the  Transvaal  District 
during  the  past  month,  left  Cape  ToAvn  on 
the  Vtdlio  for  hi.s  home  in  America. 

4t]i  May.  A  farewell  social  honouring 
Brother  Thonuxs  Wilson  was  held  at 
"  Cumorah  "  prior  to  his  departure  on  Fri- 
day, -jth  May,  for  the  British  Isles  and 
America.  The  evening's  entertainment  in- 
cluded a  musical  programme,  with  remarks 
from  President  R.  E.  Folland,  Brother  J. 
Gouldeu  Evans  and  response  from  Brother 
Wilson,  and  dancing  and  refreshments.  Every 
one  joined  in  wishing  him  a  most  pleasant 
and  enjoyable  holiday. 

6th  May.  The  Elders  of  the  Cape  District 
held  their  monthly  report  meeting  at 
"  Cumorah."  The  afternoon  was  spent  in 
visiting  the  Cape  Town  Museum. 

14th  May.  Cape  District  Conference  was 
held  at  "  Cumorah  "  with  District  President 
Robert  S.  Kirkham  conducting.  The  theme  of 
the  conference  was  ""We  stand  for  Spiritual 
Enrichment  through  Constructive  use  of  the 
Gospel    of    Jesus    Christ."  The    speakers 

portrayed  the  virtues  of  Mormonism  through 
practical  application  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

The  Chapel  was  filled  to  capacity  at  the 
evening  session.  President  Richard  E. 
Folland,  Sister  Josephine  H.  Folland  and 
Brother  J.  Goulden  Evans  gave  inspirational 
talks  which  were  enlightening  to  all.  Special 
music  was  furnished  by  popular  Cape  Town 
soloists,  Mrs.  Ethel  Oram  and  Mr.  Harold 
Hart  and  the  Cumorah  Chorus. 

We  wish  to  thank  all  who  contributed  to 
the  success  of  the  conference. 

15th  May.  Elder  John  G.  Knudsen,  who 
has  been  labourins  in  the  Cape  since  his 
arrival  in  South  Africa,  was  transferred  to 
the  Transvaal  District  where  he  will  continue 
hiis  missionary  labours.  We  wisli  him  much 
success  and  happiness  in  his  new  field  of 
labour. 

EASTERN    PROVINCE    DISTRICT. 

19th  April.  The  Port  Elizabeth  Branch 
Primary  held  a  party  for  the  children  of  the 
Branch.  Games  and  refreshments  were  en- 
joyed by  all. 

19th  April.  A  Beetle  Drive,  sponsored  by 
the  Social  Committee,  was  held  at  the  liome 
of  Sister  Griffiths.  A  number  of  the  mem- 
bers and  friends  attended  and  reported  a  most 
enjoyable      evening.  Refreshments      were 

served  and  prizes   awarded   the   winners. 

27th  April.  The  Relief  Society  of  the 

Port    Elizabeth     Branch     held     a     social    at 


Foresters'    Hall.  Games   were   enjoyed    by 

those  in  attendance;  delicious  refreshments 
were  served  after  whicli  prizes  were  given  to 
the  winners  of  the  var.ous  games. 

7th  -May.  Services  held  in  remembrance 
of  the  Mothers.  A  beautiful  spirit  was  felt 
at  both  the  morning  and  evening  meetings. 
In  the  evening  service,  .Sister  Kverton  and 
Elder  Lewis  gave  inspiring  talks.  Remarks 
were  also  made  by  Brother  Bobby  Doller  and 
Elder  Wiscomb.  Carnations  were  given  to 
Mothers  at  both  meetings.  May  the  Lord 

bless  those  he  has  entrusted  with  the  most 
sacred  mission  of  all. 

Death.  The  father  of  Sister  Bertha  Waal 
l)assed  away  29th  April,  after  a  lingering  ill- 
ness. His  passing  has  been  deeply  felt  by 
the  family  and  their  many  friends.  We  wish 
to  express  our  condolence  and  pray  that  the 
Lord  may  comfort  them  during  these  hours 
of  sorrow. 

Announcement.  Don't  forget!  The 
BIGGEST  DANCE  of  the  year!  Gold  and 
Green  Ball.  Loubser  Hall,  Belmont  Terrace. 
10th  June,  1939. 

NATAL   DISTRICT. 

16th  April.  Elder  Dean  A.  Ellsworth  waved 
good-bye  to  South  Africa  and  left  for  his  home 
in  America  after  spending  a  few  days  here 
in  Durban  and  Pietermaritzburg,  saying 
good-bye  to  the  members  and  friends. 

1st  May.  Brother  and  Sister  P.  S.  du 
Plooy  with  their  two  daughters  Sally  and 
Lillian  left  for  their  home  in  Rhodesia  after 
spending  the  past  few  months  in  Durban, 
visiting  relatives  and  friends. 

1st  May.  Brother  Walter  King  left 
Durban  for  a  two  weeks'  holiday  in  Ladysmith 
and  Johannesburg.  We  wish  him  an  enjoy- 
able time. 

PIETERMARITZBURG    BRANCH. 

18th  April.  Brother  Walter  King,  of 
Durban,  and  Sister  P.  S.  du  Plooy,  from 
Rhodesia,  with  her  two  daughters,  were 
Maritzburg  visitors.  They  enjoyed  a  nice 
visit  and  picnic  with  Elders  Crockett  and 
Beer. 

26th  April.  Mai-itzburg  Branch  Saints 
and  friends  held  a  successful  social  in  the 
Good  Templars'  Hall.  Games  of  all  sorts 
featured  the  evening's  entei-tainment  which 
was  under  the  direction  of  Elders  Gail  C. 
Meier  and  Quinten  E.  Crockett.  Tasty 
refreshments  Avere  served  by  the  Branch 
sisters  and  friends.  Prizes  were  awarded  for 
the  best  contestant  in  each  game. 

7th  May.  A  special  Mothers'  Day  pro- 
gramme featured  our  sacrament  service. 
Ronald  and  Brian  McLaren  sang  "  Mother  " 
accompanied  by  their  mother.  Sister  Blanche 
McLaren.  The  speakers  gave  inspirational 
tributes  in  behalf  of  Mothers,  after  which 
flowers  were  presented  to  all  the  Mothers 
present. 

10th  May.  The  lantern  slide  "  Forgotten 
Empires  "    was    presented    to    an    interested 
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group  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Chiyton. 

14th  May.  Christian  Barnard,  son  of 
Brother  N.  Barnard,  has  recently  won  six 
trophies  for  bicycle  racing.  Young  Barnard 
has  established  himself  as  one  of  the  out- 
standing contenders  for  racing  in  Maritzburg, 
having  already  broken  several  of  the  exist- 
ing  records   for   various   distances. 

Announcement.  Watch  for  Natal  District 
Gold   and   Green   Ball ! 

Stop  Press  "  Flash."  REAL  PROGRESS. 
Durban  Branch  has  truly  been  alive  \yith 
activity  during  the  last  two  weeks.  Since 
the  first  general  meeting  was  called  on  3rd 
May,  a  general  ways  and  means  committee 
has  been  elected  and  has  carried  out  their 
respective  duties  for  the  securing  of  land  and 
the  erection  of  a  chapel  in  Durban.  Inter- 
views with  the  Mayor  and  other  city  officials 
were  part  of  the  routine.  Real  residts  are 
being  realized  through  the  progress  of  our 
activities.  We  wish  to  thank  and  encourage 
the  support  and  co-operation  of  all  members 
and  friends. 

TRANSVAAL    DISTRICT. 

Elders  Donald  Garrick  and  Jay  S.  Broad- 
bent  returned  from  an  extended  country  trip 
the  first  part  of  May.  They  report  a  most 
successful  trip  filled  with  many  enriching 
experiences.  From  .Johannesburg  they 
journeyed  as  far  as  Kimberley  with  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Folland  travelling  across  the 
Orange  Free  State  calling  at  Bloemfontein, 
Zastron,  visiting  friends  and  saints  along 
the  way. 

In  their  eleven-day  adventure  they  never 
lacked  the  necessities  of  life,  and  were 
treated  with  the  kindest  hospitality. 

The  Ramah  Branch  Mutual  sponsored  a 
musical  evening  the  latter  part  of  April. 
Many  talented  musicians  appeared  on  the 
programme  and  gave  splendid  renditions.  A 
cake  sale  to  benefit  the  Mtrtual  funds  com- 
pleted the  evening's  entertainment. 

On  12th  May,  Sister  H.  Grobelaar.  of 
.Tohannesburg.  enioycd  her  79th  birthday. 
She  is  in  splendid  health  and  still  as  firm 
in  the  Gotspel  as  ever.  The  Relief  Society 
presented  her  with  a  birthday  cake  and  con- 
gratulated her  on  her  past  activity  in  the 
Braiich. 

Sister  Nora  Fairall,  of  Benoni,  has  returned 
to  her  home  after  a  month's  holiday  on  the 
Diirban   coast. 

Sister  Kitty  Smith,  wife  of  Brother  G.  W. 
Smith,  had  the  misfortune  of  breaking  her 
leg.  She  "s  convalescing  satisfactorily  and 
we  feel  sure  that  she  will  resume  her  active 
duties  in  a  few  weeks. 

Combining  business  with  plensure,  Brother 
Clarence  Randall,  of  Johannesburg,  spent  a 
fortnieht  in  Durban.  Upon  his  return  he 
pssumed  the  presidency  of  the  Ramah 
Y. M.M.I. A.,  succeeding  Brother  Cecil  Cook. 
Brother  Cook,  who  has  mode  his  home  in 
Benoni,  is  actively  engaged  in  the  Benoni 
Br-inch . 

Brother  F.  E.  Sanders  has  been  very  ill  in 
the  hospital  for  some  time.  We  all  ask  that 
the  Lord  may  bless  Brother  Sanders  with  a 
speedy  recovery. 


Marriage.  Mrs.  P^dward  Lawrence  Orton. 
formerly  Miss  Hester  Magdalena  Sears,  and 
Edward  Lawrcnccv  Orton,  son  of  Brother  and 
Sister  M.  J.  L.  Orton,  of  Johannesburg,  were 
married  in  the  Ramah  Chapel  on  the  evening 
of   29th   April    by    Elder    Udall.  A   lovely 

reception  in  honour  of  the  newly-wed«  was 
held  in  the  Orton  residence  immediately 
following  the  ceremony.  All  friends  of  the 
couple  wish  them  a  long  life  of  joy  and 
happiness. 

Birth.  Sister  W.  W.  Davey  was  blessed 
with  lovely  twin  daughters  on  the  morning  of 
6th  April.  The  mother  and  daughters  aic 
doing  nicely. 

The  Practical  Religion. — From  page  86. 
through  the  religious  and  eternal  .signili- 
cance  which  it  attaches  to  the  marriage 
covenant.  Through  its  interest  in  the 
leisure  time  of  young  people  the  Church 
has  contributed  to  their  cultural  develop- 
ment through  a  recreational  programme 
that  has  received  the  commendation  of 
leading  educators.  It  carries  on  a  world- 
wide missionary  work  that  is  reaching  in 
significance — a  gratuitous  service  of 
almost  immcasured  proportions. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  things  Joseph 
Smith  taught:  "  It  is  impossible  for  a 
man  to  be  sa\ed  in  ignorance."  "  What- 
soever principle  of  intelligence  we  attain 
in  this  life  will  rise  with  us  in  the 
resurrection."  "  If  one  man  by  his 
diligence  attains  more  knowledge  than 
another  he  will  have  so  much  the  advan- 
tage in  the  world  to  come."  "  Adam 
fell  that  men  might  be,  and  men  are  that 
they  might  have  joy."  "This  is  the  glory 
of  God  to  bring  to  pass  the  immortality 
and  eternal  life  of  man." 

These  are  all  common  aphorisms  of  the 
Mormon  people,  so  that  all  of  their 
educational  endeavours  are  sustained  and 
motivated  by  these  fundamental  religious 
truths.  "  The  Glory  of  God  is  Intelli- 
gence "  expresses  the  underlying  philoso- 
phy of  Mormonism — a  religion  truly 
practical  in  all  possible  ways. 

At  the  Crossroads. — From  page  92. 

Sometimes  we  all  stand  at  the  cross- 
roads. A  few  are  called  along  the  road 
of  death  but  to  most  of  us  comes  the  call 
to  follow-  the  path  of  life — a  life  of 
service ;  a  life  in  which  we  strive  day  by 
day  to  shine  for  Christ  as  true  followers 
of  His,  and  to  make  a  little  corner  of  the 
world,  in  which  we  live,  a  better,  brighter 
and  happier  place  because  WE  live  in  it. 


«)(',  (r.MOlJAH'S   SOl'iniOUX  MESSENCiKir  .Inn.-.   1<).!.). 

With  The  Missionaries 


CAPE    DISTRICT: 

KKk'j-   Hnlx'it  S.   KirUham.   i'rosideiit,   "  Ciimorah."  Main  IM.,  Mowliiny.    Plinno  0- .^.'IH  I. 
I'ildcrs  .Mii\  \'.  Shiiillitr,  I'liil  C.  Dana.  \.  Spoiuer   IJIack.    Haiold  .M.   HorgcsDii,   I'lvstoii 

T.  Aiarcliaiit,  Uifhaid  F.  Thorlcy. 
Mowbray   Branch:    "  Cuinorah,"   Main  Road.     J.  Couldon   Kvans,   Prpsident,   "  Atlioio," 

Saudoun    Road.    Kondobo'scli.        Phone   U— 2970. 
SIOIU'K'ES:    Sundav,    10.30    a.m.    and    7  p.m.;    10.30  at    "  Dcseret,"    Rhodes  Avenue, 

Woodstock,  and  10.30  a.m.  at  86,  Bay  Road,   Mouille   Point.        Tuesday,   M.I. A.,   7.4o 

Ij.ni.  ;    Wednesckiy,   Primary,   4.0  p.m.  ;  Thuisday,   Priesthood  and   Relief  .Society,   7.k") 

p.m.  ;  (K-nealoj^ical  Class  each  2nd  Sunday,   cS.lo  p.m. 
Parow  Branch:  oO,  Main  Road.     E.  J.  Jakins,   President.   50, ,  Main   Road,   I'arow  . 
SERN'ICES:   Suntlay,   10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m.,  and   10.30  a.m.  at   l''!i.her  Street,  Co^)d- 

wood. 

TRANSVAAL   DISTRICT: 

Elder  King  S.   Udall,  President,  395,   Commissioner  Street.       Phone  24— 36G9. 

I'Mdeis  Robert  U.  Douglass,  Max  W.  Simkins.  Donald  1}.  Cairick,  Jay  S.  Hroadhont, 
Sidney    \'.    Badger,   ().   Ned  Kirkham,  John  (I.  Knudsen. 

Ramah  Branch:  395,  Commissioner  Street,  Johannesburg.  Evan  P.  Wright,  President, 
Box  557S.       Ph(.ne  41  —  3601. 

SERVICES:  Sunday.  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m.  Tuesday,  M.I. A.,  S.O  p.m.  Wednes- 
day,  l^rimary,  3.0  p.m.       Thursday,  Priesthood  and  Relief  Society.  S.O  p.m. 

Liahbna  Branch:  20.  Petunia  Street,' Rosettenville,  Johannesburg.  Leonard  (;.  Mu:r, 
Presitlent,   20,   Petunia  Street,   Rosettenville. 

SERNICES:  Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30p.m.,  at  20,  Petunia  Str(>ot.  RoseL  en vii:e. 
Johannesburg. 

Springs  Branch:  "Castle  Mansions,"  Third  Street.  1.  C.  Louw.  President,  96a,  6th 
Street,  Gednld  Township.     Phone  56—3363. 

SERVICES:  Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m. 

Waterval  Branch:  153,  Kemp  Avenue,  Waterval  Estate.  AVilliam  H.  Brummer,  Presi- 
dent, 37,  Alberto  Road,  Xewlands,  Johannesburg. 

SERVICES  :  Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  7.0  p.m. 

Pretoria    Branch:    Poynton's   Building,    173b,    Church    Street,    West.  Lnuis    DiUKan, 

President,   11,  Bourke  Street,  Sunnyside. 

SERVICES:  Sunday,   10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m. 

NATAL   DISTRICT: 

FJr'er  (jlail  C.  Meier.  Presdent,  GO,  Davenport  Road.   Durban. 

l'',ideis  Quinten   E.  Crockett,  J.   Keith  Hansen.   Leslie  W.  J.   Beer. 

Durban   Branch:   Perla  Siedle  Studio.  Buchanan   Building,   West  and  Rus.sel  Streets. 

SER\'1CES:    Sunday.    10.30   a.m.    and    7.0  p.m.;      Wednesday,      Priesthood     and     Relief 

Society,   7.30  p.m. 
Pietermaritzburg  Branch:  Good  Templars'  Hall.  Longmarket  Street. 
SERVICF:S:  Sunday.  7.0  p.m. 

EASTERN    PROVINCE    DISTRICT: 

Elder  William  D.   Wiscomb.   President.  51.   l^oidiin  Street.  Port   Elizabeth. 

Elder   Walter  M.   Lewis. 

Pert   Elizabeth   Branch:  P'oresters'   Hall.  Palm  Street. 

SERVICES:  Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  7.0  p.m.       Cottage  Meetings.   Tuesday,   8.0  p.m. 

East   London  Branch:   B.  A.  T.  Jubber,  President.  5,  Xahoon  View  Road. 


Elder   Harold   E.    Larsen,  ^lission  .Secretarv  and  Conmiissai-iai 


GARDENER'S    GARAGE 

EXPERTS   IN— 

Wrecking  Service,  Cylinder  Reboring,  High  Pres-^ure  Greasing, 
Spray  Painting  -  Prompt  Service 

PHONE  6—3949.  Main  Road,  Mowbray,  C.P. 


^  S.A.  Electric  Printing  Co.  (Pty.)  Ltd.,   28  50,   Prestwich  Street,  Capetown. 


